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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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HOMEMAKEHS'  CHAT 


Thursday,  Oct.  19,  1939. 


(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 


aibject:    "HJRAL  HOIvES  SaPPLEmT  CHILDREN' S' EXPERIENCES.  "     Information  from  the 
Parent  -  Education  Specialist,  Extension  Service.  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

I  wonder  how  many  of  you  are  mothers  of  school  children?    How  many  of  you 
have  already  packed  school  lunch  boxes,  checked  on  clean  faces  and  hands,  on  warm, 
neat  clothii^,  and  the  right  books  for  each  child?    And  how  many  of  you  have  then 
started  to  think  through  £our  part  in  the  child's  experiences  outside  the  home? 

Of  course  you  have  housework  to  do  now.    But  the  beauty  about  housework  is 
that  while  the  hands  are  busy,  the  mind  con  work,  too.    Take  farm  mothers.  They're 
^ong  the  busiest  women  in  the  world.    But  according  to  reports  received  by  the  U.S. 
Bopart.ont  of  Agriculture  from  the  State  extension  services,  farm  women  are  also 
t^i^ing  a  lot  about  their  children  as  they  do  their  work. 

Ihen,  in  their  home  demonstration  clubs,  farm  homemakers  exchange  ideas  on 
^^•^^  care  and  child  development.    Parent  education  specialists  outline  child  study 
programs  for  extension  groups.    A  number  of  states  have  «uch  specialists,  and  there 
is  a  Federal  specialist  in  this  field,  with  headquarters  in  ITashington. 

Let's  have  a  look  at  some  of  the  topics  that  come  up  for  discussion.  Al- 

wo  find  thorn  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  the  subjects  are  much  the 
B^Jne  everywhere,  for  children  are  pretty  much  alike  cvei^here. 

First,  we'll  take  states  that  have  no  parent  education  specialist. 

^^tioo 

^ore  county.  Maryland,  is  a  good  example.    This  county  has  an  active  com^nittee 
ann  women.  committee  enlisted  94  mothers  last  year  in  the  child  development 

scttssion  section.     T^e  committee  offered  the  following  topics  for  meetings, 
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and  you  may  want  to  note  some  of  them  for  your  own  club  meetings: 

"Science  contributes  to  child  development";   "Tears  and  tantrums";  "Hound 
pegs  in  square  holes";   "Beginnings  of  responsibility";   "Common  school  problems"; 
"Soft  children  in  a  hard  world";  "Temporary  misfits";  and  a  number  of  others. 
Shall  I  repeat  them?     Several  other  Maryland  counties  report  work  in  character 
training  and  child  study  along  those  general  linos.    The  woric  is  all  carried  on  by 
the  farm  loaders  themselves. 

Farm  women  in  King's  county,  California,  decided  on  two  child  stud;y-  topics 
in  1938.  1)  The  yc^iogstcr  and  his  money,  and  2)  The  adolescent  and  his  family. 
I^cryone  at  the  home  demonstration  meetings  contributed  to  the  general  discussion 
of  these.    Mimeographed  material  from  the  State  extension  service  followed  up  the 
discussion,  and  enabled  mothers  to  go  over  the  points  at  home  with  fathers  ooid 
other  nemberG  of  their  families. 

The  Missouri  State  extension  service  prepared  3  special  outlines  for  the  use 
child  study  discussion  groups.     These  outlines  included  "character  development", 
tats"  and  "our  children's  friends."    In^roving  the  children's  habits  was  voted 
tlioniost  helpful  of  these  outlines  by  the  groups  that  used  them. 

Cooperation  with  the  teacher  in  the  childron' s  school  was  stressed  in  most 
Of  these  Missouri  counties.    In  some  cases  this  took  the  form  of  furnishing  the 
schools  With  first  aid  kits,  paper  towels,  hot  milk  and  hot  lunches,  and,  in  one 
.  now  desks.     In  other  groups  there  were  discussions  on  how  mothers  can  help 
children  to  get  the  most  out  of  school  and  other  new  experiences.     Such  points 
brought  up  as  giving  the  child  a  quiet,  warm  place  to  study,  seeing  that  his 
J  °r  table  and  chair  are  the  right  height,  and  providing  a  good  light  for  study. 
^       points  any  mother  can  think  over  as  she  gets  on  with  the  week's  ironing 
steps  abaat  -.yith  her  broom. 

^on  the  Joderal  parent-education  specialist  visited  some  of  the  extension 
°cts  m  lassissippi.  she  noted  a  steadily  growing  demand  for  information  on 
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child  behavior,  child  psychology,  and  mental  and  physicoil  development.  This 
specialist  sums  up  some  of  the  ideas  expressed  by  these  child  study  groups  in  this 
way:    "The  important  service  the  home  can  perform  in  relation  to  the  school  is  to 
develop  a  good  atti^  in  the  child-  a  willingness  to  do  his  Dest.  and  a  pride  in 
his  own  results.    ^  successful  mother  gets  her  children  to  talk  freely  ahout  the 
happenings  at  school  which  are  part  of  their  relations  with  other  children,  as  well 
as  about  their  lessons.     She  helps  the  child  to  find  values  in  the  experience,  what- 
ever it  is.    Each  school  d£^  presents  little  problems  which  can  be  explored  by  the 
child  and  his  mother  together.     If  the  mother  expresses  a  critical  opinion  too 
promptly,  the  child  may  not  talk  about  the  next  incident  that  arises." 

There  are  full  time  Barent  Education  Specialists  in  Massachusetts,  New  York, 
feWersey,  Colorado,  Iowa.  Michigan.  Ohio.  Oklahoma,  illinoia.  Minnesota,  Oregon 
and  Texas  -  12  States.     These  Specialists  correlate  their  projects  with  other 
extension  departments.     They  work  with  the  heads  of  the  home  management  department, 
and  the  home  furnishing,  nutrition,  and  clothing  specialists,  to  round  out  good 
programs  in  fardly  relationships. 

?or  example  in  Colorado,  the  home  manc^ement  specialist  woiks  with  the  pr.rent- 
«*^cation  specialist  to  mdce  the  home  environment  more  attractive;  to  foster  fa:aily 
J^^^eils.  famil  -  cooperation  in  recreation  and  work  schedules;  home  furnishings  that 
'^^  the  needs  of  children;  methods  of  teaching  children  the  use  of  money.  The 
■  "^tritionist  is  authority  for  scientific  iioformation  on  foods,  but  she  cooperates 
"iththe  parent-education  specialist  in  work  on  foods  as  related  to  physical 
^^elopment  and  habit  formation.     The  phases  of  clothing  study  which  affect  the 

habits,  development,  and  well-being  are  talked  over  with  the  parent- 
^=ation  specialist. 

Reports  from  these  state  specialists  indicate  that  fann  homemakers  are 
I  keenly  ij^f 

•■■^hoiae  ITo.  projects  that  contribute  to  a  richer,  fuller,  happier, 
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